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Life. After-life. 


There was a rich 
man who, was 
always very well 
dressed and 
prosperous and, 
though his name is 
not provided, he 
was quite 
significant 


in the account. 
There was another 
man, Lazarus. 
He was extremely 
poor and so ill- 
treated that he 
begged for the 
rich man’s crumbs 
and “dogs came 
and licked his 
sores’ as he lay 


at the rich 
man’s gate. 


After a time, the 
beggar, Lazarus, 
died. He was 
“carried by the 
angels into 
Abraham’s 
bosom”. The 
unnamed rich man 


died some time 
later but was just 
“buried” with no 
angelic escort. 
When he woke up 
or came to 
consciousness, he 
did “lift up his 
eyes’ 1n hell. He 
was being 
tormented but 


when, from a 
distance, he saw 
Lazarus close to 
Abraham, this 

formerly earth-rich 
man cried and 
pleaded, for 
“Father 
Abraham’ to 
“send Lazarus” to 
dip the tip of his 


finger in water” to 
cool his tongue 
because he was 
being tormented 
in flames. 


The response from 
Abraham was that 
the man should 
“remember” —to 
think back to his 


“lifetime” on how 
he received “good 
things” but 
Lazarus received 
“evil things”. 


Abraham 
elaborated by 
basically saying: 
That was then. 
This is now. He’s 


comforted now 
while you're 
tormented. 


Additionally, 
Abraham 
explained, there 
was a huge 
immovable gulf 
between “us” and 
“you. Because of 


this condition, 
anyone who would 
want to go from 
here to there or 
there to here, 
cannot do so. 
Nevertheless, 
rich guy was 
determined to find 
some relief—if not 
for himself, 


then for those to 
whom he had 
much concern. He 
asked father 
Abraham to send 
Lazarus to warn 
his five living 
brothers so they 
would not end up 
in the same “place 
of torment” in 


which, he, the rich 
man, found himself. 
Father Abraham 
said those brothers 
had access to the 
words of Moses 
and the prophets 
and could, 
therefore, listen to 
them, but the rich 
man did not stop 


his requests there. 
Still pushing for 
deceased Lazarus 
to return to those 
who were living, 
the rich man 
urged: 
No, father 
Abraham. 
It would take 
SsOmeone who 


returned from 
death to appear to 
them. That’s the 
only thing 
powerful enough 
to convince them 
to repent. 


Father Abraham’s 
last word on the 
matter was that 


even someone who 

had already 

died could not 

persuade those 

who wouldn’t 
hear Moses 

and the 
prophets. 


This thought- 
provoking 
narrative, whether 
to be taken literally 
or merely as a way 
to stress points, 
gives readers a lot 
to consider. 
Whatever the case, 
the writing, being a 
part of Scripture, 


we can be sure 
that at least one 
message 1S 
intended to be 
received. In other 
words, there 1s 
some lesson to be 
learned within 
the chronicle. 
So, let’s look at this 
passage as If it 


contains more 
than meets the 
eye—as if there are 
hidden gems to be 
found. 


The rich man was, 
well, RICH. He 
had everything 
he needed and 

possibly everything 


he wanted. If he 
didn’t have it, well, 
he could order 
someone to get it 
for him or 
manipulate his 
way to having 
what he desired. 
He was boss. He 
controlled his 
fate—well, that 


fate while on earth. 


The AKJV 
describes him as 
having “fared 
sumptuously 
every day.” This 
real person (or 
allegorical 
character) was 
what some today 


might call, 
“privileged”. 
Yes, he was so 
unfairly 
advantaged 
that he was 
accustomed to 
neglecting poor 
Lazarus and, very 
likely, others 
similar to him. 


Interestingly, 
however, the 
writer of this 
account shows 
such disdain for 
the rich man that 
the man’s name 
isn't given while 
the man who was 
poor on earth 
was named. 


Another moving 
contrast is in the 
timing of the 
deaths and in the 
transporting from 
life to after-life of 
the two men. 

If, during that time 
in history, the poor 
were treated as 
they are today, the 


poor died much 
sooner than the 
rich. The health 
of the poor, 
including those 
who are 1n 
what is presently 
called the United 
States, is ignored 
and that inability 
to get proper 


healthcare or 
general care and 
concern, for that 
matter, shortens 
life expectancy. 
Poor crumb- 
begging Lazarus, 
died before stingy 
rich no-name. But 
things changed 
immediately from 


life to after-life. 
Lazarus was taken 
by the angels and 
was somehow 
connected to 
someone called 
Abraham a.k.a 
father Abraham. 
He was placed 
* Into 


Abraham’s 
bosom...” 


Not much is given 
by way of detail on 
the why or how 
this took place, but 
we can see 1n 
context to the 
story, that 


Abraham was a 
good person to 
be with and his 
bosom was a 
good place to be. 


Lazarus new 
Situation was 
much preferred to 
the rich man’s fate 
of dying and 


merely being 
buried only to 
find himself in an 
anguish-filled 
place. Scripture 
calls it hell. 
Though being 
tormented, rich 
guy managed to 
see across a 
permanent gulf 


and spot two 
people—someone 
he cared nothing 
for on earth and 
father Abraham 
whom he'd likely 
never seen 1n life. 
Nothing is said 
about how that 
happened, but, to 
be fair, we can’t 


completely explain 
a lot that happens 
on earth and in our 
day-to-day lives. 
We can't fully 
explain night 
dreams and near 
death experiences. 
So, as Strange as 
some of this may 
sound, let’s not 


discount any of it. 


So, rich guy 
immediately starts 
asking for help but 

seemingly using 
his old mind-set. 
He still thinks of 
Lazarus aS a 
servant; a fetch-it 
boy; someone 


lower in status 
than himself. 
He asks father 
Abraham to “send 
Lazarus ona 
mission. He’s 
trying to order 
services for 
himself. So, not 
only does the once- 
rich but now- 


tormented guy still 
feel superior—even 
after death, burial, 
and flames, he 
tries to order 
father Abraham to 
force Someone who 
is within his care 
to do his bidding. 


This alludes to 


the concept that 
memories and 
attitudes, at least 
some of them, may 
still be in tact 
beyond the here 
and now. 
This has rather 
important 
implications. It 
says that after 


death, at least for 
those who go to 
that described 
place of torment, 
they are not 
oblivious to their 
pasts. They 
recognize, or at 
least sense people 
and remember 
some things. 


In some ways, 
their behaviors 
and thought 
processes are the 
Same as they were 
during their lives. 
They feel. 
They are aware. 
Further, according 
to this telling, they 
are neither having 


parties nor 
peacefully 
sleeping. They are 
not haunting the 
living, nor are they 
socializing with 
nor reigning with 
Satan. It’s not 
party time, as 
some entertainers 
would have us 


believe. The 

deceased who find 
themselves in that 
situation—called 
hell, are suffering 
and that agony is 
so harsh that even 
a drop of water on 
the tongue would 

seem to provide 

some degree of 


relief from 
the “flames”. 


Here, we can 
recognize another 
similarity in the 
before death and 
after-life 
situations. In life, 
Lazarus begged for 
crumbs for his 


belly. In death, 
rich man begged 
for a drop of water 
for his tongue. 


As we move along 
in the account, we 
can confirm the 
existence of 
memories of earth 
while in the 


hereafter. This 
seems to be so, at 
least for the hell- 
bound because 
father Abraham 
told rich man to 
REMEMBER how, 
at one time, he 
lived “the good 
life” while Lazarus 
very much had the 


total opposite 
lifetime 
experience. 


The request for 
water by rich guy 
was denied by 
father Abraham 
with the additional 
explanation that 
there is no travel to 


or from the two 
places. This seems 
to indicate that 
deceased humans 
(perhaps actually 
their souls) do not 
travel to and 
from hell and 
“Abraham’s 
bosom”. It may 
be that what is 


being called 
Abraham’s bosom 
is possibly 
equivalent to 
“heaven” or 
“paradise” as 
found in other 
parts of Scripture. 
So, though 
there was 
communication 


back and forth, 
there was no travel 
to and from the 
good place, the 
place of comfort, 
and the bad place, 
the place of 
torment. 
Even so, rich 
guy was not 
accustomed to 


having his requests 
denied. He showed 
he was just as 
adamant in the 
after-life as he 
was in life. He was 
a manipulator and 
perhaps somewhat 
a bully. He 
exhibited 
selfishness and 


that included his 
own family. 


Not once did rich 
guy say, “tell the 
world...tell my 
neighbors... of this 
horror.” He 
thought of his own 
person at first, 
then, when that 


was a bust, he 
thought of his 
immediate 
family—his 
brothers. 


With that same 
elitist attitude, 
the tormented 
former rich man, 
tried to 


manipulate father 
Abraham to force 
Lazarus to do 
work. Rich man 
requested Lazarus 
be “sent” to do the 
work of warning 
five brothers who 
were still alive and 
had a chance to 
repent of 


their evils. 


That request was 
also denied. 


I’d say the surface 
message to the 
reader or hearer of 
this part of 
Scripture is not to 
wait until its too 


late to repent. 
The underlying 
thought, however, 
may be that in-life 
powers and skills 
of manipulation 
and control are 
entirely ineffective 
during the 
after-life. 
Neither the 


former rich 
man’s continued 
pleas to 
“send Lazarus” 
nor anything else 
would move 
father Abraham 
to change 
what was and 
what was to be. 
We, too, 


(the presently 
living) 
have the law, 
“Moses” and “the 
prophets”. 
Will our lifestyles, 
our actions and 
attitudes, and our 
response to Moses 
and the prophets or 
Scripture, dictate 


our after-lives? 


There are other 

questions to be 

considered such 
as: 


Why did Lazarus 
never speak for 
himself? Was he 
unable to do so 


and only father 
Abraham was able 
to dialogue 
between good and 
bad places? 
Was Lazarus just 
too happy in 
“Abraham’s 
bosom” to deal 
someone who 
wouldn't give him 


so muchasa 
crumb during 
earthly life? 
Was Lazarus not 
really “there” but 
only appeared to 
be present during 
rich man’s 
negotiations with 
father Abraham? 


Why did father 
Abraham, or 
whomever might 
have had power, 
never prevent the 
arrogant rich man 
from being so 
selfish in life? 


Why was poor 
Lazarus allowed to 


be so poor and so 
disadvantaged? 


Why was there 
no justice 

in the rich/poor 
situation on earth 
then even as much 
as there is little to 

none in present 

times? 


Why did Lazarus 
end up in the good 
place just because 

he was poor? We 

might be 
understanding of 
how the rich man’s 
treatment of the 
poor could cause 
him to land in the 
bad place, but 


there was no 
indication in the 
story that this 
Lazarus was a 
godly or 
repentant man. 
He was only 
described as 
being perpetually 
poor, sick, and 
neglected. 


Does the name, 
Lazarus, which is 
said to mean “God 

has helped” have 
any bearing on 
why he was “in 
Abraham’s bosom’ 
after his earthly 
life ended and also 
why a person by 
the same name 


y 


was raised from 
the dead (in 
another biblical 
account)? 


Is this report 
intended to 
provide a glimpse 
into the after-life, 
exposing some of 
the parameters of 


the spirit world, or 
is 1t just a weird 
story for 
entertainment or, 
perhaps, is ita 
scare tactic to 
control the naive 
while keeping the 
rich, rich and the 
poor, oblivious? Is 
this account 


intentionally 
written into 
Scripture to 
maintain the status 
quo gap, that fixed 
culf, of rich and 
poor? Is it to keep 
some ignorant of 
how to obtain a 
better earth life as 
they wait, and 


wait, and wait to 
either die or to be 
taken up and away 
to enter some 
unknown 
promised bliss? 


However one may 
decide to interpret 
this biblical 
passage, it’s 


definitely one 
which 1s worthy 
of consideration 
when it comes to 
looking at life and 
the possibilities of 
an after-life. 


(Luke 16:19-31). 
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Life. After-life. 


In what has 
come to be 
known as “the 
transfiguration’, 
Jesus, Peter, 
James and his 
brother, John, 
went uptoa 
high mountain. 


There, 
JeSus was 
transfigured 
right in front of 
the others. 
Transfigured? 
All we’re told is 
that Jesus was 
transfigured, 
his face 
shinned as 


brightly as the 
sun (in Luke, it 
Says, “his 
countenance 
was altered’), 
and his clothing 
was as white as 
light (Luke: 
“eslistering” ). 


Moses and 


Eluas, who had 
been dead fora 
very long time 
were seen and 
heard talking 
by Peter, 
James, and 
John—three 
living men. 


say WHAT? 


Really, now. 
How could 
living, Salle, 
rational, 
reasonable, 
sound-minded 
people SEE & 
HEAR dead 
people? 


Matthew 17:1-9 
1 And after six days 
Jesus taketh Peter, 
James, and John his 
brother, and bringeth 
them up into an high 
mountain apart, 2 And 
was transfigured before 
them: and his face did 
Shine as the sun, and his 
raiment was white as the 
light. 3 And, behold, there 
appeared unto them 
Moses and Elias talking 
with him. 4 Then 
answered Peter, and said 


unto Jesus, Lord, It Is 
good for us to be here: If 
thou wilt, let us make 
here three tabernacles: 
one for thee, and one for 
Moses, and one for Elias. 
5 While he yet spake, 
behold, a bright cloud 
overshadowed them: and 
behold a voice out of the 
cloud, which said, This is 
my beloved Son, in 
whom | am well pleased; 
hear ye him. 6 And when 
the disciples heard it, 
they fell on their face, 


and were sore afraid. 
¢ And Jesus came and 
touched them, and 
said, Arise, and be not 
afraid. 8 And when they 
had lifted up their eyes, 
they saw no man, save 
Jesus only. 9 And as they 
came down from the 
mountain, Jesus charged 
them, saying, Tell the 
vision to no man, until the 
son of man be risen 
again from the dead. 


Suddenly a 
bright cloud 
was over all of 
them anda 
voice from the 
cloud was 
heard. That 
voice was 
speaking to 
Peter, James, 
and John 


regarding 
Jesus. Itwasa 
confirmation of 
Jesus’ claim 
that he was 
God’s Son: 
This is my 
well-loved 
Son and Iam 
very pleased 
with him. 


Listen to 
him. 


From great 
fear, the three 
men fell down 

forward, on 
their faces, but 
Jesus touched 
them, told them 
to get up, and 


also told them 
to not be afraid. 


After that, 
everything went 
back to normal. 

No longer was 
there hearda 
voice froma 

cloud. 
Neither the law 


(represented by 
Moses), nor the 
prophets (as 
represented by 
Elias/Eljah) 
were seen by 
them. 


We are told 
that this was a 
“vision” since 


Jesus 
instructed 
the men to 

keep that 
Vision a secret 
until after his 
resurrection. 


We're not left 
to wonder if 


this account 
was a literal 
One because we 
are expressly 
told it was a 
vision. 
However, it had 
to be such an 
incredibly vivid 
vision that 
Peter engaged 


in it personally 
by saying it was 
a good thing 
they were there. 
He even 
suggested that 
the other men 
make 
“tabernacles” 
(perhaps some 
type of 


monuments or 
statues) to 

commemorate 
the event. 


Further, even 
while he was 
saying that, the 
overshadowing 
cloud witha 
voice in it spoke 


and the men 
responded in 
fear to the point 
of falling down. 
They reacted 
emotionally 
and physically 
to a spiritual or 
supernatural 
happening 
which was 


calleda 
“W1iS1ION . 


It may have 
been similar to 
people having 
dreams which 
are so acutely 
disturbing that 
they awake 
emotionally 
stressed and 


sometimes they 
are even 
physically 
moving. 
Sometimes they 
move and talk 
during that 
sleeping dream 
or vision. Often 
they interact 
during such 


experiences. 
They move, 
they talk, they 
feel, they think. 
They even have 
feelings about 
what they are 
thinking. 


Sometimes they 
remember all 


or most of what 
happened 
during those 
occurrences. 


So in some 
ways, it’s not 
entirely 
STRANGE or 
impossible 
that hving 


humans could 
have 
encounters 
with the 
deceased. 


Nonetheless, 
this 1s not 
necromancy, 
whereby the 
living 


voluntarily 
attempt to 
conjure the 
dead. Neither 
Jesus nor Peter, 
James, or John 
are presented 
as practicing 
such and, in 
fact, were 
strongly against 


it aS were 
the law and 
prophets. 
Even so, 
it’s easy to 
understand 
how some 
could become 
confused and 
think this 
passage 


condones the 
purposeful 
pursuit of 
visions of the 
dead or 
following any 
number of 
false doctrines 
which teach 
anti-biblical 
practices. 


These in-the- 
after-life 
beings, Moses 
and Elias, were 
not summoned 
through any 
form of magic 
(as least not 
according to 
Scripture). So, 
to attempt to do 


that, by use of 
any method, 
technique, or 
practice, would 
not be in line 
with scriptural 
teachings. 


That said, 
we should 
probably keep 


in mind 
(regardless to 
our beliefs 
regarding the 
accuracy of 
Scripture) that 
knowing what 
is a God- 
approved 
practice or 
behavior vs. a 


secular or 
worldly way is 
important. 


At any rate, we 
see from this 
biblical 
account, those 
who are 1n 
life-form have, 
at least once, 


“seen” and 
“heard” beings 
who appeared 

to be in 
after-life form. 


We also see 
that the 
account could 
prompt many 
questions and 


even doubts. 
We don’t have 
to know 
everything. We 
don’t have to 
agree with what 
we read. 


We do well, 
however, to 
consider some 


of the biblical 
accounts of life 
and the after- 
life. 


(Matthew 17:1-9; 
Mark:9:2-10; 
Luke 9:28-36) 


Life. After-life. 


Through a woman 
who Is said to 
have familiar 

spirits, 
full-of-life Saul 
made contact with 
after-life 
Samuel. 


1 Samuel 28:3-25 
3 Now Samuel was dead, and all 
Israel had lamented him, and 
buried him in Ramah, even in his 
own city. And Saul had put away 
those that had familiar spirits, and 
the wizards, out of the land. 4 And 
the Philistines gathered 
themselves together, and came 
and pitched in Shunem: and Saul 
gathered all Israel together, and 
they pitched in Gilboa. 5 And when 
Saul saw the host of the 
Philistines, he was afraid, and his 
heart greatly trembled. 6 And when 
Saul inquired of the LORD, the 
LORD answered him not, neither 
by dreams nor by Urim, nor by 
prophets. 7 Then said Saul unto 
his servants, Seek me a woman 
that hath a familiar spirit, that | 


may go to her, and inquire of her. 
And his servants said to him, 
Behold, there is a woman that hath 
a familiar spirit at Endor. 8 And 
Saul disguised himself, and put on 
other raiment, and he went, and 
two men with him, and they came 
to the woman by night: and he 
said, | pray thee, divine unto me by 
the familiar spirit, and bring me him 
up, whom | shall name unto thee. 9 
And the woman said unto him, 
Behold, thou Knowest what Saul 
hath done, how he hath cut off 
those that have familiar spirits, and 
the wizards, out of the land: 
wherefore then layest thou a snare 
for my life, to cause me to die? 10 
And Saul sware to her by the 
LORD, saying, As the LORD liveth, 
there shall no punishment happen 


to thee for this thing. 11 Then said 
the woman, Whom shall | bring up 
unto thee? And he said, Bring me 
up Samuel. 12 And when the 
woman saw Samuel, she cried with 
a loud voice: and the woman 
spake to Saul, saying, Why hast 
thou deceived me? for thou art 
saul. 13 And the king said unto 
her, Be not afraid: for what sawest 
thou? And the woman said unto 
saul, | Saw gods ascending out of 
the earth. 14 And he said unto her, 
What form is he of? And she said, 
An old man cometh up; and he is 
covered with a mantle. And Saul 
perceived that it was Samuel, and 
he stooped with his face to the 
ground, and bowed himself. 15 
And Samuel said to Saul, Why 
hast thou disquieted me, to bring 


me up? And Saul answered, | am 
sore distressed; for the Philistines 
make war against me, and God is 
departed from me, and answereth 
me no more, neither by prophets, 
nor by dreams: therefore | have 
called thee, that thou mayest make 
Known unto me what | shall do. 16 
Then said Samuel, Wherefore then 
dost thou ask of me, seeing the 
LORD is departed from thee, and 
is become thine enemy? 17 And 
the LORD hath done to him, as he 
Spake by me: for the LORD hath 
rent the kingdom out of thine hand, 
and given it to thy neighbour, even 
to David: 18 Because thou 
obeyedst not the voice of the 
LORD, nor executedst his fierce 
wrath upon Amalek, therefore hath 
the LORD done this thing unto 


thee this day. 19 Moreover the 
LORD will also deliver Israel with 
thee into the hand of the 
Philistines: and to morrow shalt 
thou and thy sons be with me: the 
LORD also shall deliver the host of 
Israel into the hand of the 
Philistines. 20 Then Saul fell 
straightway all along on the earth, 
and was sore afraid, because of 
the words of Samuel: and there 
was no strength in him; for he had 
eaten no bread all the day, nor all 
the night. 21 And the woman came 
unto Saul, and saw that he was 
sore troubled, and said unto him, 
Behold, thine handmaid hath 
obeyed thy voice, and | have put 
my life in my hand, and have 
hearkened unto thy words which 
thou spakest unto me. 22 Now 


therefore, | pray thee, hearken 
thou also unto the voice of thine 
handmaid, and let me set a morsel 
of bread before thee; and eat, that 
thou mayest have strength, when 
thou goest on thy way. 23 But he 
refused, and said, | will not eat. 
But his servants, together with the 
woman, compelled him; and he 
hearkened unto their voice. So he 
arose from the earth, and sat upon 
the bed. 24 And the woman had a 
fat calf in the house; and she 
hasted, and killed it, and took flour, 
and kneaded it, and did bake 
unleavened bread thereof: 25 And 
she brought it before Saul, and 
before his servants; and they did 
eat. Then they rose up, and went 
away that night. 


Samuel was dead, 
mourned over, 
and buried. 


Saul exiled all who 
made contact with 
“familiar spirits” 
(Someone who is 
known to the 
inquirer such as a 
relative or friend) 


and “wizards” 
(of those who 
practice sorcery 
and magic). 


The Philistines 
were at war against 
Israel. Seeing the 
army of Philistines, 
Saul started 
trembling out of 


extreme fear. 


He prayed about 
it, but no answer 
came either by 


dreams, “Urim” 
(a part of the breastplate of 
the high priest among the 
ancient Jews, by which God 
revealed his will on certain 
occasIOns. ) 


or through 
prophets. 


So, with no 
guidance from 
God on what to do 
about the 
Philistines, Saul 
told his helpers to 
find a woman who 
could talk to the 
deceased. Why 
specifically a 
woman? 


Perhaps that was 
generally a 
womans specialty. 


Why, though he 
had recently 
ordered the 

sorcerers out of 

town then sought 
them for help, is a 
bigger question. 


It seems as if 
desperation drove 
him to that. 
There is a saying 
that, “desperate 
times call for 
desperate 
measures . Saul 
was terrified and 
God wasn't giving 
him any help. 


He may have 
reasoned, as many 
do, “God isn’t 
watching,” or “I’m 
on my own, or any 
type of “what have 
I got to lose?” 
sentiments. 


Learning there 
was a woman with 


familiar spirits 
within reach, Saul 
disguised himself 

by putting on 
non-royal clothing. 


He and two other 
men went to the 
woman’s house 

in a place 
called Endor. 


Just For Thought... 


Endora was the 
mother of the main 
character, 
Samantha, on the 
very popular 
60s/70s television 
sitcom Bewitched. 
They were both TV 
character witches. 


Coincidence? 
Probably not. 


Saul and the two 
other men arrived 
at the woman’s 
house during the 
night. Did they get 
there at night in 
hopes the darkness 
would help conceal 


their identities or 
was it Just how 

things turned out 

due to travel time? 
We're not told. 


By the way, this 
account 1s 
commonly called 
“The Witch of 
Endor. 


So, the men asked 
the woman to 
conjure and bring 
forward the 
deceased person 
they would 
specifically 
request. 


The woman was 
reluctant because 


she thought it may 
be a trap as King 
Saul had driven 
out those who 
participated in 
that and other 
such practices. 
She was saying, 
“What are you 
trying to do, get 
me killed?” 


When Saul 
promised her, 
actually swore to 
her, “by the 
LORD”, that she 
wouldn't be 
punished, she 
proceeded to 
work her magic. 


It’s interesting that 


though Saul was 
trying to have 

something done 
which was against 
the LORD and the 
woman was about 

to do something 
which was against 
the LORD, an oath 
in the name of “the 

LORD” was 


acceptable for 
them both. There 
was no shame in 
bringing “the 
LORD” into the 
anti-LORD 
activity. 


This happens in 


today’s times as 
well. 


Many who present 
themselves as so 
devout or so 
anti-this or 
anti-that, 
regardless to 
religious affiliation 
or social standing, 
will knowingly and 
intentionally go to 
the extreme to do 


just the opposite of 
what they say they 
believe. Some even 
evoke the name of 
the LORD while 
doing it. It’s a sad, 
shoddy situation. 


Moving along, 
the woman, 


scripturally 


referred to only 
as “the woman’, 
seemed to be 
comfortable in 
asking who to 
“bring up’? She 
was about to speak 
to a dead person 
and wanted to 
know who she was 
being asked to 


contact. 


Are these writings 
some make-believe 
sci-fi concoctions? 
These are words 
from what some 
believe to be 
sacred. 


Some call it “the 
Bible”, “The Book 


of Life’, or even 
“the Word of God”. 
Yet, here we see 
some things that'll 
make you go... 
Huh?! 


Humm... What’s 
really going on? 


Saul told the 
© 


woman to bring 
up Samuel. 
She did, then 
actually saw 
Samuel. That 
elicited a loud 
scream from her. 


Apparently at 
that point, she 
became aware 


that her present 
client was the king 
himself—the 
very one who 
ordered her kind, 
sorcerers, 
to get out of town. 


The woman asked 
Saul why he’d 
deceived her 


concerning his 
identity. 
Saul knew she was 
afraid for her life 
and assured her 
that she was safe. 


He didn't care 
about punishing 
her for her way of 
life; he just wanted 


to use her for his 
own benefit. 
He wanted to 
know what she 
was able to see 
in the spirit 
world. 


Assured of her 
safety, the 
woman Said she 


had seen gods 
which were 
coming up from 
out of the earth. 


Saul asked, 
“What form is he 
of?” The woman 

replied that an 
old man was 
coming up 


and was covered 
with a coat-like 
cloak or shroud. 


Saul perceived she 
was seeing Samuel 
so he bent down 
and lowered his 
face to the ground, 
seemingly out of 
respect. Samuel 


said: Why have 

you disquieted 

me by bringing 
me up? 


From this question 
and from this 
particular being, 
we can glean 
3 important 
inferences: 


¥ the dead exist in 
some form in the 
after-life 


¥ the dead can be 
reached and 
communicated 
with—even against 
their will 


¥ the dead, at least 
some, don’t like 
being bothered 


Saul answered 
Samuel's question 
of why he had been 

summoned. Of 

course it was a 

self-directed 
response: 


I am so stressed 
out because of the 
Philistines’ war 
against me. 


God won't help me 
through any means 
and I don’t know 
what to do. So I’ve 
called you for 
answers. 


Samuel: If God 
wont answer you, 
has left you, and is 

now your enemy, 


why call me? 
Further, God is 
keeping the 
promise as he 
spoken through 
me. The kingdom 
is to be taken 
from you and. 
given to your 
neighbor, 
David. 


It’s because you 
didn’t obey God. 
You didn’t 
perform God's 
wrath on Amalek. 


What’s 
happening to 
you is the 
LORD ’s response 
to your actions. 


Additionally, 
you re going to lose 
the war against the 

Philistines. God 1s 
going to allow you 
and Israel to be 
right in the hands 
of them and 
tomorrow you, 
too, will be dead. 
You ll be with your 


sons and me— 
in the after-life. 


Saul fell flat on 
the floor, stricken 
by grief and fear 
and he refused 
to eat the entire 
night and day 
until finally 
the woman 


convinced him 
to get up from 
the floor and 
onto a bed. 
After eating, 
Saul and the 
men left. 


SO. 
What are we, 
the readers of 


this account, to 
think? What are 
we to do with 
this information? 


Literal? 
Figurative? 
Just a quirky 
story? 

An accidental 
insertion into 


Scripture? 

A warning about 
obedience to God? 
A confirmation 
that there is an 
after-life anda 
supernatural? 
An opportunity to 
research and 
study more? 

A chance to 


step back and 
reconsider some 
of our views? 


If any of this 
is to be taken 
literally, or even 
as containing 
useful messages, 
why not at least 
listen? 


Life. After-life. 


Here, we have 
an apocryphal 
passage describing 
how some of 
the living 
may fail to 
understand 
earth-life choices 
in relation to 


after-life 
consequences. 


Compare it to 
the rich man and 
Lazarus in Luke 16:19-31 
as discussed earlier. 


It’s from the book 
of The Wisdom of 
Solomon or 
“Wisdom” (1611 KuV). 


Wisdom 3:1-10 
1 But the souls of the 
righteous are in the hand 
of God, and there shall 
no torment touch them. 
2 In the sight of the 
unwise they seemed to 
die: and their departure is 
taken for misery, * And 
their going from us to be 
utter destruction: but they 
are in peace. * For 
though they be punished 
in the sight of men: yet is 
their hope full of 


immortality. > And having 
been a little chastised, 
they shall be greatly 
rewarded: for God 
oroved them, and found 
them worthy for himself. 
© As gold in the furnace 
hath he tried them, and 
received them as a burnt 
offering. “ And in the time 
of their visitation, they 
Shall shine and run to 
and fro, like sparks 
among the stubble. 
8 They shall judge the 


nations, and have 
dominion over the 
people, and their Lord 
Shall reign for ever. 
2 They that put their trust 
in him, shall understand 
the truth: and such as be 
faithful in love, shall 
abide with him: for grace 
and mercy is to his 
saints, and he hath care 
for his elect. 1° But the 
ungodly shall be 
punished according to 
their own imaginations, 


which have neglected 
the righteous, and 
forsaken the Lord. 


The souls of the 
righteous are in 
the hand of God. 
Their souls will 

not be tormented. 


The unwise have 
preset perceptions 


of the righteous. 
In the thinking of 

the unwise, the 
righteous seem to 
just die and their 
deaths are viewed 
as a pitiful waste. 


Their departure 
from the living 1s, 
to the unwise, 


utter destruction, 
but the unwise do 
not understand 
that the souls of 
the righteous are 
in peace. 


Though the 
righteous may 
suffer during 
this existence, 


and are seen as 
being punished, 
their hope is filled 
with promises and 
expectations of 
immortality. 


They endure some 
correction and 
even hardship, but 
the righteous will 


be well rewarded. 
God has tested 
them and proven 
them to be worthy 
for himself. 


God receives the 
righteous as if they 
were gold which 
had been purified 
in a boiler. He 


receives them as 
he does special 
offerings. 


When its time for 
the righteous to 
answer the final 

call, they will 
shine. They will zip 
and sparkle as if 
they were happily 


dancing in 
beautiful fields. 


At that time, the 
righteous will be 
the judges of the 
nations. They will 
have power over 
the people and 
their Lord will 
reign forever. 


Those who put 
their trust in God 
will understand 
what is the truth. 
All who are faithful 
in love will live 
with Him. 


God cares for his 
elect and they will 
receive grace 


and mercy. 


All of that is for 
the godly, but the 
ungodly will be 
punished equal 
to their own 
imaginations. 


They deserve to be 
punished because, 


not only have they 
neglected the 
righteous, they 
have also 
rejected 
the Lord. 


Rather than 
this being 
an account of 
a particular 
incident, it’s 
more similar 
to an 
overview of the 
ending state of 
the godly and that 
of the ungodly. 


It’s a life/after-life 
foretelling. 


There is, 
according to this 
and many other 
biblical passages, 
a stark difference, 
a gulf of difference, 
between the 
after-life of the 


godly and the 
after-life 
of the ungodly. 


The important 
question may be 
what is godly, wise, 
and righteous and 
what is ungodly, 
unwise, and 
unrighteous and 


what is done (or 
not done) that 
places a human 
into one or the 
other category? 


Further, 
how does any 
of this affect one’s 
final destination 
or after-life... 


if, in fact, such 

existence 1S an 

actual, factual 
reality? 


Questions about 
life as well as 
the after-life 

may by far 
exceed 
answers. 


Easy answers 
may not come. 
Answers to 
tougher questions 
may require deep 
digging and 
broad research. 
And, perhaps, 
somewhere in all 
that is faith. 


AFTER- 
LIFE. 


By M. Love 


Learn more about the apocryphal books of the 
1611 King James Version on the1611.weebly.com. 


